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Western Australian Museum
Tissue Catalogue Request – Terrestrial Vertebrates
The decision to provide tissues is at the discretion of the Curator of the department of the species you are requesting. 
Tissues may be provided free of charge for collaborative research projects, or under agreement between institutions. Please contact the relevant collection curator for discussion.
Samples

Requested samples are supplied as subsamples of the original material. Under no circumstances is an entire specimen sample loaned or exchanged. The maximum amount of material supplied is usually approximate to the size of a grain of rice, however sample size will depend on the original volume of specimen material available. 

Samples are for single-use and only authorised to be used for the project specified in the request. Where samples are unused or sample is remaining, the sample must be returned to the WA Museum. 

A database search of the WA Museum Tissue Catalogue does not guarantee supply of material. Where samples are already depleted or in low supply, provision of the sample will be denied. All efforts will be made to find a suitable alternative sample. 

The tissue type supplied is at the judgement of the Technical Officer and availability. In most cases, ultrafrozen material is LIVER whereas ethanol-preserved material is MUSCLE.
Data
All tissues recipients are sent hardcopies of associated data, including:

REGISTRATION NUMBER

FAMILY

GENUS

SPECIES

LOCATION

LATITUDE

LONGITUDE

DATE COLLECTED

MATERIAL (i.e. Liver, Muscle etc)

LatDEC LongDEC is available by request. Data is also available as an Excel file on request.

Fees & Charges
Standard fees for the extraction and subsample of tissue specimens are outlined below. The fee covers the cost of recovery and maintenance of the collection. 

	Sample Material
	Fee per sample

	Ultra Frozen (see also Shipping)
	$50

	Ethanol Preserved (see also Shipping)
	$50

	Feathers
	$5

	Dry skin, dry scale or fur
	$5


· Fees will attract 10% GST when invoiced.

If you are a new customer, please contact us for a Customer Creation Form when requesting tissue samples. An invoice will follow separately via post including details on how to pay.

Shipping

Tissue samples are stored as either frozen (-75’C) or as ethanol preserved specimens. Samples are fixed in 100% ethanol and transferred to saturated saline solution for shipping. Due to increased costs of Dangerous Goods handling, we ask that you provide courier account numbers for your institution if you wish samples to be sent in 100% ethanol by road. 

International destinations may only be shipped in saturated saline solution.

Dry ice shipment from Perth is unfortunately not currently available by any carriers. If you are visiting the collection, specimens can be taken on board as hand luggage in dry ice with prior airline authority.

Acknowledgment

Please acknowledge the WA Museum for provision of tissue material listing the specimen number for each sample used in any publications. The prefix for WA Museum specimens is WAM.
As a courtesy to the WA Museum we request that researchers inform us of the results of their research. This includes providing us with copies of reprints of papers, articles and any other publications where material supplied has been used. 

Please also supply GenBank codes for any WA Museum samples submitted to GenBank. 
Request Submission
Please email your requests to linette.umbrello@museum.wa.gov.au or post to:

Linette Umbrello
Terrestrial Vertebrates

WA Museum

Locked Bag 49

WELSHPOOL DC WA 6986

AUSTRALIA

Please complete the attached request form. Attachments of WA Museum Tissue Catalogue extracts or independent excel requests are acceptable provided they outline in detail what samples are required.

Tissue requests are processed weekly on a first-come-first-served basis. Please let us know if there is a genuine urgency for the provision of samples.

WA Museum Contact Details (Terrestrial Vertebrates):

Dr Paul Doughty 

Curator (Herpetology)



paul.doughty@museum.wa.gov.au
Ron Johnstone

Curator (Ornithology)



ron.johnstone@museum.wa.gov.au
Linette Umbrello

Database Officer (Terrestrial Zoology)

linette.umbrello@museum.wa.gov.au
Mail to: 

WA Museum







Phone: +61 8 9212 3700

Locked Bag 49 







Fax: +61 8 9212 3882
WELSHPOOL DC WA 6986
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	Western Australian Museum

Tissue Catalogue Request – Terrestrial Vertebrates




Requester Name:

Requesting Institution:

Collaborative Institutions:

If student, please also list your supervisor(s):
Email:






Phone:

Reason for request or project:

Request for Tissue Sample

Total Number of Samples:

	Family: 

Genus species
	Location/s
	Number Samples Requested
	Specify

Tissue/Feather/Dry Skin
	WAM CHECK

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


If you have a WAM Tissue Catalogue extract please attach. 
Shipping

Contact Name






Contact Phone Number

Shipping Address

Specimen preservation:
□ Saline Solution (Default)
□ 100% Ethanol (Dangerous Goods Shipping)
For Dangerous Goods Shipping (Australia Only) please provide your institution’s TNT Account Number:

Preferred shipment method:

□ AIR
(No Ethanol over 30mL)



□ ROAD

□ I understand that ALL courier charges related to Dangerous Goods shipment will be incurred by and paid by the above requesting institution and billed to account number provided.
International Requests

Please provide current copies of your CITES registration number and import permits: 
Requestors Signature






Date


WA MUSEUM USE ONLY

Date Received:
Authorised
YES

NO

COMMENTS:
Sample Date:





Shipping Date:

OSS

Invoice Number:





Invoice Date:
SIGNED WAM OFFICER:
